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Would emissions from the AMWTP harm Idaho crops? Would the perception that the facility was dangerous cause a loss
in consumer confidence? Would pollution find its way over the Tetons to Jackson Hole or Grand Teton National Park? How
would it compare to the natural radiation levels in the area? These were some of the questions raised about the AMWTP.

Waste16-47FINAL.p65 2/1/01, 11:50 AM44



45

What is the AMWTP?
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Environmental protection
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The controversy
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The agreement
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The Blue-Ribbon panel
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It’s a mistake to think the controversy was just about the AMWTP. It was about risks and fears,

failures to communicate and inability or unwillingness to listen. Broad issues of public policy are

involved: How will we bear the risks from the collective benefit of our Cold War “victory”?

“I’m discouraged by headlines about who ‘won’ or ‘lost’ in the AMWTP debate,” said Oversight

Coordinator Kathleen Trever, “The only score that should matter is safely addressing the legacy of

the Cold War. If we back down from that goal, we all lose. Until all of the people involved in an issue

commit to communicating clearly, thinking critically, and working to understand the concerns and

values of others, none of us are real winners. If we have to face this issue again without making that

commitment, we could be right back where we started from, with polarized “sides” in an issue that

needs our collective attention instead.”

The controversy over the AMWTP may be over, for now, but the underlying questions are still

there. If we don’t find a way to intelligently discuss these issues and options, the toxic legacy of the

cold war could harm more than our environment. It could poison our society.
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